
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



86 Correspondence between William Strahan and David Hall. 



CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN WILLIAM STRAHAN 
AND DAVID HALL, 1763-1777. 

Feom the Originals in the possession of The Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania. 

[The following letters from William Strahan, the printer, to David 
Hall, the partner of Franklin, and with him publisher of the Pennsyl- 
vania Gazette, throw light on the political and business relations existing 
between England and America at a very important period of the history 
of our country. While Strahan appears to have furnished Hall with 
information for his paper, it is evident he wrote with perfect freedom, 
feeling confident that Hall would only make public such portion of his 
letters as it would be proper to print. 

Strahan was a native of Scotland, born at Edinburgh, April, 1715. 
Having acquired a knowledge of his profession, he removed to London, 
where he successfully followed it. He was the friend and banker of 
Johnson, who was evidently much attached to him. In 1770 he pur- 
chased a share of the patent office of the King's printer, and in 1775 
entered Parliament as a member for the borough of Malmesbury, having 
for his colleague the celebrated Charles James Fox. In the next House 
he had a seat for Wotton Basset. He was for years the correspondent 
of Franklin. It was to him that Franklin wrote in 1775 : 

" You are a member of Parliament, and one of that majority which has 
doomed my Country to Destruction. You have begun to burn our 
Towns and murder our People. Look upon your Hands ! They are 
stained with the Blood of your Relations ! You and I were long Friends. 
You are now my enemy — and I am 

"Yours, 

" B. Franklin." 

It has been supposed that this letter was intended to end the long 
friendship of which it speaks, and it has been quoted as a specimen of 
Franklin's causticity. But, serious as the subject proved to be, it is evi- 
dent such was not the object of Franklin. His relations with Strahan 
remained unimpaired, and it is clear that the closing words, " I am 
Yours," were intended to disarm the letter of any sting it might awaken. 

" Mr. Strahan died July 9, 1785, in his seventy-first year. In 1774 he had 
been master of the Stationers' Company, and by his will he bequeathed 
to it £1000, the interest to be divided in annuities among infirm old 
printers. His wife, who was a daughter of the Rev. William Elphinston, 
of Edinburgh, and sister of the James Elphinston who for many years 
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was head of a celebrated school at Kensington, near London, survived 
her husband not quite a month. She died August 7, 1785. They had 
five children, — two daughters, the wives of Mr. John Spottswoode and 
Mr. Andrew Johnston, and three sons,— William Strahan, Jr., the suitor 
for Miss Franklin, who died April, 1781, in his father's lifetime; Eev. 
Dr. George Strahan, of University College, Oxford, Prebendary of 
Eochester, etc. ; and Andrew Strahan, M. P. for Newport, Isle of Wight, 
who succeeded his father as one of the joint patentees as printer to his 
Majesty. David Hall was a fellow-journeyman of Mr. Strahan. He 
came to America in the ship ' Mercury,' Captain Hargrave, in the 
spring of 1744. In the fall of 1748, Franklin being desirous of devoting 
more of his time to scientific pursuits, and less to the printing-office, 
entered into a partnership with Hall, to -continue eighteen years, during 
which time Hall had entire charge of the business, paying Franklin £1000 
a year for the eighteen years, at the expiration of which period he was to 
become sole owner. Hall conducted the Pennsylvania Gazette, which had 
been virtually started by Franklin, with prudence and ability, and in 
1766, when his connection with Franklin was dissolved,' entered into 
partnership with William Sellers, a young bookseller from London, and 
the firm continued Hall & Sellers until the death of the senior partner, 
December 17, 1772, aged fifty-eight. Mr. Hall was a native of Edin- 
burgh, and was married after coming to this country, at Christ Church, 
January 7, 1748, to Mary Lacock. She died June 7, 1781, in her sixty- 
first year. Mr. Hall was succeeded in his business by his sons William 
(b. January 20, 1752 ; d. December 10, 1834) and David (b. November 4, 
1755 ; d. May 27, 1821). David Hall was a member of the American 
Philosophical Society by election, March 8, 1768." 

Nearly all of the letters in the series were presented to the Historical 
Society by Dr. John J. Sinnickson, and are in its possession. One is 
from the collection of Mr. Ferdinand J. Dreer, and has been printed in 
Boogher's Repository, April, 1883. From an introductory note to it by 
Charles Henry Hart, Esq., we have transferred some of the informa- 
tion given regarding the writer of the letter and its recipient. — Ed.] 

London, Feb'ry 21, 1763. 
Dear Davie 

I have, since my last, received yours of Sept r 21 by 
the Happy Return, Johnson [master], inclosing the third 
Copy of a Bill for £300 on M r Tomlinson, &°, which is now- 
paid. I was pleased to hear your wife was returned a good 
deal recovered, and hope her health is now confirmed. The 
Coffee-pot, Tea Pot and Server, I have sent by John Mon- 
crief in the James and Mary, Sparks [master], who went 
in such a Hurry, I had no time to write by him, but I hope 
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they will come safe to you, and prove to your liking. They 
come to £31 : 3 : as by the Account inclosed. 

I next had yours of Sept r 28 by the Hawke, Morton [mas- 
ter], and the Myrtilla, Balitke [master], inclosing a Bill for 
£100 on Mess™ Hope and Co. which is paid and placed to 
your Credit. — I have also yours of Oct r 12, via* Bristol, 
by the Ann, Fortin [master]. I am sorry M r Miller was 
connected with R. for I am sure it can never answer any 
good Purpose. R. has remitted nothing here (at least to 
Booksellers) these fifteen Months, but a Remittance of 
£4000 has been long said to be on the way hither, which is 
eagerly expected by his Correspondents who begin to lose 
all Patience. "We are told here, that he deals in many 
other Articles besides Books, and that he is doing, or may 
do very well ; but this you must know better than we. — M r 
Menzies, by the Death of his Brother, is now next Heir to 
an Estate and a Baronetage, so that I suppose he will soon 
come home. — Lastly, I have yours of Nov r 1 and 2, by the 
Mary and Elizabeth, Hardie [master], inclosing a Bill for 
£100 on Sir James Colbrooke and Co. which is accepted 
and placed to your Credit. This makes, in all, as you say, 
£1000 within these four Months, which came very season- 
ably, for I never knew money so very scarce. But I hope, 
now Peace is established, things will come round again. By 
M r Moncrief I have also sent a Parcel of Magazines, Plays, 
and Pamphlets, amounting to about £10, the Particulars of 
which I will include in my next Invoice. 

When I had written thus far, I received yours of Nov' 29, 
vi& Liverpool, by the Albemarle, Matthews [master], in- 
closing a Bill on John Sargent, &c for £150, which I dare 
say will be duly honoured. I received a Letter at the same 
time from "Willie Miller, informing me of his Intention of 
setting up for himself at Boston in the Bookselling Way, 
and desiring to know if I will be his Correspondent here, 
which I shall certainly decline ; for it will not answer to sell 
Books at the small Profit we now do, to People at so great 
a Distance, except to one like yourself, on whose Ability, 
Honesty, and Punctuality I can absolutely depend. 
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As to Politicks. Since my last, you know, the Parlia- 
ment met, at which time the Clamor against Lord Bute run 
so high that his Lordship found it absolutely necessary to 
call in M* Fox to the Ministry, who knowing well how to 
speak properly to the Members, soon procured a great Ma- 
jority in favour of the Court. This Step, however, has 
necessarily thrown much Power into M r Fox's Hands, who 
claims the Disposal of almost every thing in order to fulfill 
the Promises he has been obliged to make ; which of course 
brings Matters pretty much into the old Channel of Cor- 
ruption, and will probably prevent Lord Bute from doing 
half the Good he once intended. — Perhaps we have not Vir- 
tue enough to be saved from that Deluge of Corruption 
with which we have been so long overwhelmed — In conse- 
quence of this Plan, a great many Removals have been 
made in most of the Public Offices, where almost all the 
Duke of Newcastle's Friends have been expelled, which 
has given a general Alarm. Some are inclined to think 
that many who are displaced are unkindly and even unjustly 
hated, and this way of proceeding is setting a bad Example 
to future Administrations, and is carrying things with a 
very high Hand — "While others applaud the Spirit of the 
Ministry and the Steadiness of the King, insisting that those 
who endeavoured, on his Accession, to deprive him at once 
of his personal Independency, and the Exercise of his un- 
doubted and acknowledged Prerogative, richly deserve to 
feel the Weight of his Resentment, and to be discharged 
from his Service ; and that whatever Clamor such a Conduct 
may at first raise among a few Interested Individuals, the 
Bulk of the People must applaud it in the highest Degree, 
as it tended, among other good Purposes, to ensure the 
future domestic Tranquillity of his Reign. — However that 
be, as this coalition between M r Fox and Lord Bute proceeds 
more from Motives of Convenience than Affection, it is not 
likely to be very lasting ; but as M r Fox is advanced in Years, 
and in no good State of Health, 'tis highly probable Lord 
Bute's Weight, with the King's Favour, will at length pre- 
ponderate. — Meanwhile the Definitive Treaty is now signed, 
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and tho' it is not yet made public, I can assure you (for I 
have read it) it is better in many Particulars than the Prelim- 
inary Articles. The East India Company's affairs are settled 
on their own Plan, and Dunkirk is to be demolished to the 
Satisfaction of his Britannic Majesty. — They say, the Duke of 
Bedford behaved with great Firmness at Paris ; others, that 
the French with great Facility, yielded to every thing we 
insisted on. Be that as it will, we have, beyond all Doubt, 
obtained a very glorious Peace, which, if we have Sagacity 
enough to improve, must render us a very flourishing and 
happy People. — At present all is quiet at home ; the Oppo- 
sition to the Peace, which, in truth, was only an Opposition 
to Men, not to Measures, being now entirely dropt. How 
long this calm will last, I cannot pretend to say ; as it is not 
quite clear to me, that things are yet thoroughly settled, 
tho' I think they are nearly so. 

This is all that occurs to me just now in the Political 
"Way. When any thing new appears, you shall be sure to 
hear from me again ; but I find it extremely difficult to be 
a regular Correspondent. My Time is so much ingrossed 
with one thing or another, often by other People's Business, 
that you can't conceive how very little leisure I have to sit 
down to write. You shall hear from me, however, as often 
as I can ; for I am 

Dear Davie 

Most sincerely Yours 

"Will : Strahan. 



Pray remember us most kindly to M™ Hall and your 
Fireside, and to D r Franklin, to whom I have written twice 
since he left England. My Wife has almost got quite well ; 
all the rest of my Family are entirely so. I hope the Gov- 
ernor is safe arrived, as I rejoice to hear his Father is. 

To Mr. David Hall, 

Merchant in Philadelphia. 
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London Jan 1 * 11, 1766 
Dear Davie 

My last to you was dated Dec 1 14 by Egdon, a Copy of 
which I sent also by the Packet. I have since had yours of 
Nov r 9, vi& Dublin, by Capt. Bryson, and delivered the en- 
closed letters, as you desired with my own Hand to Mess™ 
Whitefield and Romaine. I have yet received no answer 
from either of them, but when I do, I will certainly trans- 
mit them to you by the first opportunity. Since I wrote 
last, the Parliament has met, but as they sat but a few Days, 
and did not enter upon Business, I have little News to write 
to you. — You see the King's Speech is very short. I was in 
the House of Commons when it was read there, and heard 
with much Indignation, George Grenville make a long, con- 
fused, violent, inflammatory Speech, highly censuring the 
Behaviour of the Colonies in regard to the Stamp Act, call- 
ing it downright Rebellion, and proposing to make use of 
very harsh Expressions towards them in their Answer to the 
Speech ; but this was over-ruled, as it would appear to be 
condemning them unheard. Above twenty Members spoke, 
and almost all of them seemed to be for supporting and ad- 
hering to their Legislative Authority over the Colonies, and 
their undoubted Right to impose taxes upon them. But 
how they will act, when the whole affair with all the Cir- 
cumstances attending it, is laid before them, I cannot pre- 
tend to say. I hope they will consider it coolly, and with 
the utmost Impartiality, for nobody can at present foresee 
all the Consequences that may attend their final Determina- 
tion in this truly important Matter. Various Schemes are 
said to have been laid before the Ministry to compose this 
Difference ; but I have not been able to learn any of them 
that seemed to deserve the least credit, and therefore I will 
not repeat them. This only I will say, that the present 
Ministry wish to do you all possible Kindness, most of them 
having been strongly against the Act whilst it was under 
Deliberation last Year. I only wish that they may do what 
they do frankly, cordially, and heartily, and that before they 
separate, not only this, but every possible Difference which 
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hereafter, as things are now circumstanced, might happen, 
will be removed, or prevented, and such a Plan for an indis- 
soluble Union laid, as must give Pleasure to every Lover of 
his Country, and which indeed appears every Day, more & 
more, to be absolutely necessary in order to prevent the 
actual Separation of the various Branches of this most ex- 
tensive Empire. 

It hath not fallen in my way to be acquainted with the 
Agents for the other Colonies, and therefore I cannot pre- 
tend to say what part they act on this occasion, or how in- 
dustrious they are in the Service of their several Constitu- 
ents. But the assiduity of our friend D r Franklin is really 
astonishing. He is forever with one Member of Parliament 
or other (most of whom by the bye seem to have been 
deplorably ignorant with regard to the Nature & Conse- 
quence of the Colonies) endeavouring to impress them first 
with the Importance of the present Dispute ; then to state 
the Case clearly, and fully stripping it of every thing foreign 
to the main Point ; and lastly, to answer Objections arising 
from either a total Ignorance, a partial Knowledge, or a 
wrong Conception of the Matter. To inforce this repeat- 
edly, and with propriety, in the Manner he has done for 
these two Months, I assure you is no easy Task. By this 
means, however, when the Parliament reassembles, many 
Members will go into the House properly instructed, and be 
able to speak in the Debates with Precision, and Propriety, 
which the "Well-wishers of the Colonies have hitherto been 
unable to do — This is the most necessary and essential 
Service he could possibly perform on this Occasion ; and so 
effectually hath he done this, and I will venture to say, he 
hath thrown so much true Light upon the Subject, that if 
the Legislature doth not now give you ample redress, it is 
not for want of the fullest and most distinct Information in 
respect to the real Merits of the Case.- — All this while too, 
he hath been throwing out Hints in the Public Papers, and 
giving Answers to such letters as have appeared in them, 
that required or deserved an Answer. — In this Manner is he 
now employed, with very little Interruption, Night & Day. 
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"We now, with Impatience, wait the Issue. How it will 
be taken up or in what manner finally settled, cannot be 
yet so much as guessed at. By much the most satisfactory 
and most honourable for both sides, as well as the most 
salutary, safe, & beneficial for the whole British Dominion, 
would be to unite us together by an incorporating Union, in 
the same manner as Scotland was in 1707, and allow the 
Colonies to send Representatives to our Parliament. This 
would completely answer every good purpose to both Sides, 
and cement us, by insensible Degrees, in so complete a man- 
ner, as would forever put it out of the power of any foreign 
Potentate or internal Cabal, to separate us. By this very 
Means was "Wales long ago, and Scotland more lately, so 
firmly united to the English Crown, to the amazing Aggran- 
dizement of this Island, which but for this had long ago 
become a Province to France, or some other Continental 
Power. 

Remember us all to your Fire-Side, with the best wishes 
of the present Season. My "Wife is better than could rea- 
sonably be expected, considering her infirm state of Health 
at best, after so severe a Loss. All the rest of us are well. 
I hope I shall have good News to write you in my next, at 
least that Things are in a good Train. Mean time, I am, 
with unalterable Esteem and Affection 
Dear Davie 

Most sincerely Yours 

Will : Strahan 
To Mr. David Hall, 

Merchant in Philadelphia. 

London April 7, 1766. 
Dear Davie 

Since my last I have received yours of Nov. 5 : Via Liv- 
erpool, by Cap' Smith — I find Strange's Reports were 
omitted, and shall be allowed for. — Pere "Williams, and Coke 
on Littleton, are indeed extremely dear; the first being all 
in Osborne's Hands, and the last being so very scarce, that 
in a very little while, it will not be possible to procure one at 
any Price. 
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I have also received yours of Dec' 17, inclosing more Let- 
ters to Mess™ Romaine and "Whitefield, which, as likewise 
those I received before, I delivered with my own Hand, and 
told them I would carefully transmit any Answer they 
should please to send to them. — But hitherto I have re- 
ceived none from either of them. The Postage of all the 
Pacquets came only to 10s. 9d. 

I have likewise yours of Dec' 16, Via Belfast, by the 
Rainbow, Taylor [master], inclosing three Bills ; one on 
Hemes, Cockraine and C° for £200, another on Townson and 
0° for £150, and the third on Tho s Hagg, in Appledore, 
Devon [master], for £50 ; all which are paid and placed to 
your Credit. — I have also received the Magazines and Books, 
returned, with a state of our Account, as it stands in your 
Book, which, as far as I can see, is entirely right, and I 
shall alter mine accordingly, and by next opportunity shall 
transmit you a Copy of it, to prevent Mistakes. — The long 
Order set in this Letter, it was altogether impossible to 
complete by this Ship, the Articles are so various, and some 
of them so difficult to be got ; but I have sent you great 
part of it, as by the inclosed Invoice. I have sent none of 
the Library Orders, or those for private Gentlemen ; but the 
whole of them, as well as the remaining Articles of your 
own Order, shall come by the very next Ship that sails, 
which will be in less than a Month hence. — "What I have 
sent you now will, I imagine, be acceptable, as many of the 
Articles you will probably in want of before they can reach 
you. 

The Trunk of Books and Magazines you mention to have 
sent by Cap* Stirling, I never received. I hope it was of small 
Value, as you forgot to mention it for so many Years. The 
Mistakes of the Binders are really provoking, but there is 
no guarding against them always. They are often pro- 
digiously hurried, and Blunders will then be often made. 
All that can be done is to charge such Books when they 
escape Notice here, which I shall always chearfully do. 

I have written to the Printers of the Bristol and Liverpool 
Papers, to send you their latest Papers by every Vessel that 
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sails for Philadelphia. I hope they will he punctual, as it 
is of so much Consequence to you to be regularly served 
with them. I have attempted this before, but I never could 
get them to attend to it, they are such careless Fellows, 
though I offered to give them what Price they pleased for 
their Trouble. But now I think I have secured that Point. — 
I hope I shall never give you any real Cause to doubt my 
Friendship for you, or my Attention to your Interest upon 
all occasions. — This brings me to yours of Jan 17 13, in 
which you complain, with some Justice I own, of my writing 
so seldom. This I own is very true ; but you have no kind 
of Idea how constant a Hurry I am kept in by one thing or 
another, and how difficult it is to send you any Intelligence 
worth reading which the Public Papers will not acquaint 
you with. — This Winter especially, when the Stamp Act 
was canvassing in both Houses, none but Members were 
admitted, and any Account of the Debates which could be 
procured from those who heard them, was so very lame and 
imperfect, it was really good for nothing. — But that grand 
Affair is now over, and their Doors are not so strictly 
guarded. And here let me wish you Joy of the Repeal of 
this same Stamp Bill, which has raised the Indignation of 
the whole Continent of America to so prodigious and un- 
precedented a Height. I hope it will give general satisfac- 
tion, and allay that Spirit of Discontent with which the 
Colonies seem to have been wholly engrossed for some time 
past. You must know I am one of those who have from 
the Beginning looked upon this Affair as of the most seri- 
ous Nature. I am truly sorry that such a Law was ever 
thought of, because it has given Birth to much Dissention 
between the Colonists and the Mother Country, and hath 
raised a Ferment which I am afraid will never be entirely 
laid. I consider British Subjects in America as only living 
in a different County, having the self-same Interests, and 
entituled to the self-same Liberties of every kind. — Our In- 
terests are, and ought to be, mutual and inseparable. The 
Strength, Opulence, and Security of us all depend upon our 
strict and intimate Union. When that is dissolved, we shall 
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fall an easy Prey to the first Invader. For Example, with- 
draw the Protection the British Naval Force affords the Col- 
onies, and how easy would it be for either the French, Span- 
iards, or Dutch to make themselves Masters of them all. 
This once accomplished, and Britain deprived of the profit- 
able Trade carried on with them, where is there another 
such Market for her Commodities, and how is she to employ 
the many thousands of laborious Hands with which her Man- 
ufacturing Towns are now crowded ? — With Loss of Trade, 
our public Credit must keep pace, and whenever we thereby 
become unable to pay the Interest of our enormous Debt, 
universal Destruction and Desolation must ensue. I am 
not naturally apt to be low-spirited or desponding, but truly 
it is, I think, impossible to know the real state of this Coun- 
try, and not to be impress'd with very serious Reflexions upon 
the Consequences that seem to be at no very great Distance. 
Our Enemies, I doubt not, contemplate these things with 
Pleasure, and will not fail to avail themselves of our Di- 
visions, unless some unforeseen, and at present unlooked-for 
Event should happily interpose, and bring the People on 
both sides the Atlantic to the Knowlege of their mutual and 
inseparable Interests. 

You will expect from me, no doubt, a particular Detail of 
the Steps that were taken in the Repeal of this odious Law. 
Indeed I cannot give you much Satisfaction in this Matter, 
farther than to assure you, that it had a very easy passage 
through both Houses, and had the hearty Concurrence of 
the King and his present Ministry, who wanted to get rid 
of so unpopular a Law by all Means possible. The House 
of Commons examined several Merchants and others, to 
procure what Light they could into the Nature of the Ob- 
jections which were made to it with you ; among whom was 
D r Franklin. His Examination lasted three Hours ; and, I 
find, from all Hands, that the Answers he gave to the many 
Questions asked him, threw more Light upon the Subject 
than all the other Informations they had put together. They 
were indeed manly, distinct, clear, and satisfactory. I am 
promised a Copy of the Whole Examination of him as taken 
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by the Clerk of the House, which when I receive I will 
transmit to you as the most acceptable and valuable Piece 
of Information I can send you. I hope to get it to send you 
by next Pacquet, which sails in a week. You cannot con- 
ceive what Impression his Replies made on the House and 
with what strength of Argument he display'd the Justice 
and Necessity of an immediate and total Repeal, as well as 
the Folly and Inexpediency of ever making such a Law, 
while the American Assemblies were always ready, when- 
ever called upon, to contribute to the Support of the British 
Government, to the utmost of their Power, and even beyond 
their Ability ; as so recently appeared to the Legislature 
itself which had voted them a Compensation for their 
extraordinary Assistance during the late War. 

You blame me, my dear Friend, for not writing more fully. 
Upon my word, People upon the Spot are often as much at 
a Loss as those at a Distance how to describe the Situation 
of Affairs. — You doubtless expect me to tell you with some 
Precision how Matters stand at present. I will endeavour to 
give you all the Satisfaction I am able ; and shall write you 
my Thoughts with the utmost Freedom and Impartiality. — 
The Business of the Session being now nearly finished, or 
rather slum'd over, I think it is very probable the present Set 
of Ministers may stand their Ground till next Winter. M r 
Pitt still declines coming among them, tho' he has not of 
late given them any Trouble. But to say the best of them, 
they are weak, timid, and unequal to their important Sta- 
tion. — In truth, there does not appear among the whole of 
the Inns and the Outs, Talents enough to compose a tolera- 
ble Ministry. — I will put Integrity quite out of the Question. 
How singularly unhappy then is our present Situation, 
which calls for the Exertion of the most consummate Abili- 
ties. — To add to our Misfortune too, the K — tho' one of the 
best Men breathing, is not blessed with that share of Forti- 
tude, Courage and Steadiness, so necessary to the Mainte- 
nance of his Personal Authority, and to the due Management 
of his Servants. The Crown, even upon the ablest Head, 
is now hardly able to retain its just and proper Weight in 
Vol. x.— 7 
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the Legislature ; nor is it possible, we all know, to keep 
Servants properly to their Duty, unless the Master supports 
his own Authority with proper Dignity. — In short, my good 
Friend, while the British Empire is extending, the Admin- 
istration of Government is growing daily weaker and 
weaker, which in the End must lead to Anarchy and Con- 
fusion ; a State which we seem, in all likelihood, to be driving 
to by very large Strides. — M r Pitt, it is agreed on all sides, 
is the only Man, that can at present extricate us from our 
present and more immediate Difficulties ; but, as I observed 
before, he declines coming into the Ministry, chiefly, I be- 
lieve, because he does not care to act with the Duke of 
Newcastle, who, tho' not unwilling to resign himself, is over- 
persuaded by his Friends to keep his Place. This they 
advise for their own Sakes, as with their Patron they would 
lose all their Interest at Court. — In short, Self-Interest gov- 
erns all with them, and there is very little Difference to the 
Publick which Set of them is uppermost. — 'Tis no pleasing 
Reflexion, but did you know the Persons, Characters and 
Views of the Members of the House of C. as well as I now 
do, you would be truly astonished they did no more Mischief. 
And all Power whatsoever centers with them ; and this 
being the Case, enormous Sums are spent to get a Seat 
among them, which is deemed the surest and readiest, in- 
deed the only Road to Preferment. — At present the Admin- 
istration are so unstable (hardly one of them expecting to 
keep their Station a Month) and of course so inefficient and 
feeble, that it has a great Influence upon all Orders of Men in 
making them disregard and despise Government altogether. 
Even a poor, despicable, unarmed Mob of Weavers fright- 
ened them last Year, and had the Stamp Act remained un- 
repealed much longer, we should doubtless have had very 
great Risings in most of the manufacturing Towns. How 
it comes to pass I know not, but all Sorts of Provisions are 
at least one-Third dearer here than they used to be, which 
bears very hard upon the Poor, and middling Families, and 
People who live entirely by their Labour must be employed, 
or starve, and become desperate. 
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I have now given you as full and exact an Account of the 
Situation of Affairs here as I am able, which I shall continue 
to do from time to time whenever I can write you any thing 
worth your reading ; but I am afraid I shall never find Mat- 
ter to write every Pacquet, tho' none shall escape me when 
I have any thing to communicate. — D r Franklin, I suppose, 
writes you by this Opportunity. He talks now of coming 
over to you again this Summer, I am very sorry you seem 
to give me so little Hopes of seeing you in England once 
more ; but I do not wonder at your Attachment to a Coun- 
try where you have now past so great a Part of your Life. 
Your Fortune must, by the Nature of your Business, be 
scattered among the People with you ; but I dare say what 
part of it is so scattered will be found pretty safe, for your 
Province in general must thrive prodigiously after the Dis- 
turbances are composed, and you will soon, now your Part- 
nership is at an End, make such Advances as will completely 
answer all your Wishes. 

My Family are all in their ordinary, only my poor Wife 
is still far from well, tho' at present tolerably. — I hope all 
yours are as well as we wish them. Pray forgive all former 
Trespasses in regard to want of Punctuality in writing, and 
believe me 

Dear Davie 

Ever most faithfully Yours 

Will: Strahan. 

My best Compliments to your honest Wife ; and to M r N. 
Evans, when you see him. Tell him I received his Letter 
from D r F. for which I thank him, and shall take his Advice. 



(To be continued. 



